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The Wright Redux Association

                                                     A State of Illinois Not-For-Profit Association






               IRS 501 (c) (3) Tax Exempt 

December 17, 1903

January 16, 2002

Mr. Martin R. Benante

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

Curtiss-Wright Corporation

1200 Wall Street West

Lyndhurst, NJ  07071

Dear Mr. Benante;

I am writing on behalf of a project that should warm the hearts of you and your associates at Curtiss-Wright, as well as your customers and your stockholders. 

The Wright Redux Association is going to fly a replica of the 1903 Wright Flyer on December 17th, 2003, the 100th Anniversary of the historic first flight of a heavier-than-air machine. This event will be a touchstone to the roots of your company and its tradition of engineering excellence.

We will accomplish this feat after fabricating and assembling the airframe, control systems and control surfaces within our all-volunteer group in suburban Chicago. We will be assisted by generous donations of capital and materials from a variety of organizations and individuals. I have enclosed a series of pictures of a full-scale mockup of the airframe as a proof of competence. I have also enclosed a list of the current sponsors/donors for your reference.

Our intention is to fly our replica on the lawn of the Museum of Science & Industry of Chicago on the anniversary date. The Museum is our charter sponsor and their stated intention is to take possession of the replica after the anniversary flight and hang it from their ceiling in their Great Hall, near the Supermarine Spitfire and the Junkers Stuka they have long displayed there.

In addition to the Museum, you will note that National Geographic is a sponsor of our project. They will be filming a documentary of our project, from fabrication of parts, to assembly, to test flights, to anniversary flight. This documentary will be broadcast immediately after the anniversary.
Having become students of Wilber and Orville Wright, we are well aware of the heritage of the Curtiss-Wright Corporation, especially as it applies to aero engines. The 1903 Wright Flyer engine was a major beginning to the tradition of engineering excellence that your company carries forward today. 

The bottom line of this letter is that we need your help in providing the funds to build a replica 1903 Flyer engine. We estimate the cost to be approximately $100,000. If we don’t begin the work on a replica engine soon, we risk missing the anniversary date. We have located two sources of a replica engine, and unfortunately, due to the high cost, it is unlikely we can get either of these custom fabricators to donate this component.

In return for your investment in this project we can promise that we will work with your staff at Curtiss-Wright to insure that many impressions are targeted to your key customers, analysts, stockholders and employees. With ~50% of your sales revenue in the commercial and military aerospace markets, there is an obvious fit of this commemoration to your strategy.

This project has already generated a substantial amount of publicity. That publicity will increase as we continue to meet our development milestones. Our most recent milestone was the successful fabrication and testing of a replica propeller for the 1903 Flyer. 

Our next milestones are already in the works: FAA registration (N number); fabrication and sub-assembly of major components in January, February and March, 2002; final assembly in April, 2002; FAA Special Airworthiness Certification as an Experimental Exhibition Airplane; first test flights with a placeholder engine in May, 2002.

Note that we will first fly with a placeholder engine. This will probably be a Briggs & Stratton engine of approximately the same horsepower as the original aero engine the Wright Brothers commissioned. But, to be a true replica we need a replica engine before December 17th, 2003.

I apologize for the length of this letter. We, of course have much more information about our project that we could provide to you and your staff. We would be happy to share with you the news stories we have already generated. Feel free to organize a visit to our shop. 

We are all volunteers and we all have day jobs. You can reach me best on my cell phone at 630/235-1108. It is almost always on. We would love to have Curtiss-Wright be a part of our endeavor.


Yours sincerely,


Michael R. Perry


Manager, Metal Parts
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